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TWO WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE TRIBAL
POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS INDICTED FOR

FALSIFICATION OF RECORDS WITH THE INTENT TO
IMPEDE A FEDERAL INVESTIGATION

PHOENIX -- A federal grand jury in Phoenix, Ariz. returned an 18 count indictment on October
24, 2006,  against Lincoln Perry, 51, presently the suspended Chief of Police for the White Mountain
Apache Tribal Police Department, and Tim Goode, 53, a  police officer with White Mountain Apache
Tribal Police Department.  The men are each charged with one count of Conspiracy to Falsify Records
With the Intent to Impede a Federal Investigation and seventeen counts of Falsification of Records With
the Intent to Impede a Federal Investigation.  Both are residents of the White Mountain Apache Indian
Reservation.

U.S. Attorney Paul K. Charlton said, “We expect that the indictment of two police officers in
a small community will have a devastating impact on that community’s trust in law enforcement.  Law
enforcement’s job from this point forward will have to be aimed at rebuilding that trust.  This case is one
of a continuing series of cases that reflects our commitment to rooting out public corruption in Arizona.
I want to thank the FBI, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service  for their
outstanding work on this case.” 

FBI, Phoenix, Special Agent in Charge John E. Lewis stated that, “This investigation, and
others that are similar, are about maintaining integrity in law enforcement.  Law Enforcement Corruption
has emerged as one of the fastest growing areas of corruption investigated by the FBI.  This type of
corruption undermines efforts by all law enforcement agencies to garner the public's trust and thus has a
negative impact on general crime and law enforcement's ability to investigate crime.”

The indictment alleges that starting in February 2006, the FBI became aware that the White
Mountain Apache Tribal Police Department’s Investigations Unit maintained a bank account for the
purposes of making undercover purchases and paying informants.  In April 2006, a federal grand jury
subpoena was issued to the bank that maintained the Investigations Unit’s bank account seeking financial
records relating to the account.  During the period of April 2006 through July 2006, the FBI reviewed the
bank account records.  The review of these records disclosed multiple withdrawals from various casinos
in Las Vegas, Nev.; Scottsdale, Ariz.; Camp Verde, Ariz.; San Carlos, Ariz.; and Hon-Dah, Ariz.  The
review also gave rise to an investigation of possible Embezzlement and Theft from an Indian Tribal
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Organization, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1163.  As a result of the various questionable withdrawals from
the Investigations Unit’s bank account, a federal grand jury subpoena was issued seeking all records
pertaining to the bank account from January 2001 to the date of the subpoena.  From January 2001, to
August 2006, Lincoln Perry and Tim Goode were the only known signatories on the Investigations Unit’s
bank account.

The Indictment further alleges that starting in July 2006, and continuing through August 2006,
Perry and Goode presented multiple fraudulent “Evidence Fund Accounting Receipts” to the White
Mountain Apache Tribal Police Department in response to the outstanding subpoena seeking all records
pertaining to the Department’s Investigations Unit’s bank account.  In particular, Perry and Goode
presented numerous records that contained false information concerning the payment of confidential
informants.  Counts 2 through 18 of the Indictment each address an individual set of false documents in
the case.  For example, Count 4 of the Indictment alleges that a document submitted by Perry and Goode
states that a particular confidential informant was paid $100 for services rendered on September 19, 2005,
when, in fact, the confidential informant did not work for Perry and Goode on that date.  The defendants
were arrested on October 25, 2006.  They will have an initial appearance before Magistrate Judge David
K. Duncan, in Phoenix at 3:00 p.m.

“The Bureau of Indian Affairs believes that tribal communities should have effective
governments that are free from corruption,” said Selanhongva McDonald, Special Agent in Charge of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs Office of Justice Services in Arizona. “When public officials violate the public
trust they should be held accountable.  The Bureau of Indian Affairs will work hard to ensure that the
White Mountain Apache Tribal community has access to effective and professional law enforcement
services that are worthy of their trust.”
   

A conviction for Conspiracy to Falsify Records With the Intent to Impede a Federal
Investigation in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 371 carries a maximum penalty of five years, a $250,000  fine
or both.  Each conviction for Falsification of Records With the Intent to Impede a Federal Investigation
in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1519 carries a maximum penalty of 20 years, a $250,000 fine or both.  In
determining an actual sentence, the judge assigned to the case  will consult the U.S. Sentencing
Guidelines, which provide appropriate sentencing ranges.  The judge, however, is not bound by those
guidelines in determining a sentence.

An indictment is simply the method by which a person is charged with criminal activity and
raises no inference of guilt.  An individual is presumed innocent until competent evidence is presented
to a jury that establishes guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

The investigation preceding the indictment was conducted by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, United States Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Postal Inspection Service.  The prosecution
is being handled by Frederick A. Battista, Assistant U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona, Phoenix, Ariz.
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